Categoric Variables
· These are variables that are put into distinct groups or categories
· Examples of categoric variables include

Eye colour:
Blue, brown, green etc. 
Ability to roll your tongue
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· There are many categoric variables.  For example:  countries, planets, elements and colours.
They are represented by names rather numbers.
· When the variable being investigated is a categoric, the results are most often displayed using BAR CHARTS or PIE CHARTS.
Example
The numbers of pupils in a class with eye colours blue, green and brown.
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Question
Some pupils are measuring the average heights of different types of trees growing in their school grounds.  Which is the categoric variable in this investigation?
Continuous Variables
· These are variables that have number values that could be of any size.  

· A continuous variable is one that is not placed into a distinct group or category.

Examples of Continuous Variables

Time

Temperature
Length
    Speed

Volume 

When both variables (the independent one and the dependent one) are continuous the results may be plotted as points on a graph.  A best-fit line may be drawn to show the trend of the points.
Example

When water is heated in a kettle its temperature rises as time passes.

If we measure the temperature, say, every 10 seconds we could plot the results as shown.

Question
Which of the following are continuous variables?

Height

Weight

Age


Shoe size

House number
Street name
Nationality    
Lung capacity




cannot roll tongue








