

· Social control is the process through which people are made to conform to social rules.  
· There are two types of social control – formal and informal.  

· Informal social control takes place in most situations but there are no written rules.  Enforcement is by such things as making rude comments or by ignoring someone who breaks the unwritten rules.  

· Formal control is usually written rules and is enforced by official sanctions.  The most important example of formal social control is the criminal justice system.  

· Socialisation and Social Control are closely related.  Socialisation is learning and social control is enforcing.  
· Some people have more power to enforce social control than others.  

· Deviance is when people do not conform to what society expects.  Deviance is not a fixed things, it varies depending on who commits the act, where and when.  

· Not all deviant acts are criminal.  The key factors in making something deviant become criminal are when the act as seen as seriously wrong, when people in power see it as wrong or when there is a moral crusade.  

· Labelling is when an individual or a group is marked out as deviant and punished.  

· The majority of crimes committed are property crimes.  Serious crimes of violence and sexual attacks are relatively rare.  

· Less well off young males are the most likely to commit crime, possibly because they feel that they have little chance of having the socially expected standard of living and respect by legal means.  

· A number of specific explanations have been put forward for crime.  They may biological, psychological or sociological.  

· Sociological explanations include: sub-culture, poor socialisation, relative deprivation, anomie and status frustration.  

· White Collar crime and Corporate crime are not viewed as such a great problem as that posed by burglary and street crime, even though huge amounts of public money are lost through it.  

· There is considerable debate about how accurate the official crime statistics are, as the majority of crimes committed are not recorded by the police – the ‘dark figure’.  
· There are three factors that affect the accuracy of the statistics: reporting of crime by the public, recording by the police, and the activities of the police.  
· Sociologists attempt to find out the true rate of crime by either using self-report tests or victim surveys.  

· Crime victims are not distributed evenly across the country.  Certain groups of people are more likely to be victims than others.  
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Young people are far more
likely to commit crime than
any other group.
Explanations are usually
based on this age as a period
of risk and experimentation
linked to weak social control.

Gender

Women are much less likely
to commit crime than males.
Explanations are usually
based on the greater social
control placed on women
and their role as carers.
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Class

Higher levels of crime are
committed by the less well-off.
Explanations are based on lack

of opportunity and poor
socialisation.

Place

Higher levels of crime are
commited in working-class
housing estates and in inner

cities.
Explanations are usually
based on the fact that those
who commit crime are likely
to live on the estates and to |
go out at night to inner-city |
clubs/pubs.





