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Amazing Creatures: The Cardinal
The cardinal bird can now be found in temperate forests and rainforest, temperate grassland, and mountains.  The cardinal was originally located only in the Southeast. It has now extended its habitat locations north and northwest along the Mississippi River. 
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Northern Cardinal (male)

Its various habitats include hardwood forests, small woods, farms, orchards and backyards. A cardinal's nest is normally constructed from a variety of vines, leaves and twigs. Its diet consists mainly of seeds and fruits.



Northern Cardinal (female)

The cardinal was named after Catholic cardinals who dress in bright red robes and have a peaked cap! The male has the brightest colours, and the female looks rather drab alongside the male.

[image: image2.jpg]




The male cardinal will defend its territory vigorously. It attacks other Cardinal males who happen to happen to enter its designated zone. Such is its determination to defend its territory, it has been observed to attack its own image in anything resembling a mirror!

The cardinal is known for its singing and it has a repertoire in excess of 25 different songs.

One curious behaviour involves picking up ants and rubbing them through its feathers. This is thought to extract chemical from the ants, which act as insecticides and fungicides, and thereby provide protection for the cardinal.
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